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Thy choicest gifts in store
On her be pleased to pour
Long may she reign!

May she defend our laws

And ever give us cause

To sing with heart and voice,
God save the Queen!
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THE MEDIA AND THE SILVER JUBILEE

News stories about royal and mcnarchist happenings are rarely "hard news" in this country
except in the case of infelicitous events, . Society reporters cover royal visits, and corre-

spondents abroad report royal doings with the bemused air deemed appropriate for diverting
features.

In some ways, we do not object to this, because we feel that monarchy is a positive form of
government and way of life, and news of monarchy and royalty should be more satisfying, less
dismal, than news of republics, military dictatorships, and self-conscious democracies.

On the other hand, while we do not clamor for sober monarchist news, we would like to see

at least serious reporting of royal events., Happily, there has been some such reporting '
lately, articles and television programs which portray royal events as colourful, but which
nonetheless suggest that monarchy is something to be treated seriocusly. The heavily republi-
can media can, it seems, occasionally give equal time to another system of government.

The New Yorker magazine, in its issues of April 11 and 18, presented an important profile of
H.M. Queen Elizabeth II by Anthony Bailey. Although somewhat disjointed and larded with

trivia (much of which, we admit, was interesting; we have the feeling that many such de-

tails (such as the names of the Queen's corgis) of the life of the British Royal Family

are selectively leaked at times of major royal events),the profile was intelligent and well

done; one of its themes is that "The Queen is an agent of change and reminder of perma-
nence,"

The June 13 Newsweek, with Peter Grugeon's portrait of the Queen on its cover, presented a
more lightweight sketch of Her Majesty. Although the popular news magazines may be unable
to shed their blend of sarcasm, cynicism, and ambiguity, this article did at least begin and
end on positive notes. Further, a column by George F. Will entitled "God Save the Queen"
makes some cogent observations about recent actions by the current President of the United
States; who, Mr. Will suggests, is engaging in a pompous campaign against pomp, an ostenta-
tious show in favour of republic¢an simplicity. Says Mr. Will, "monarchy is a neglected
subject. Scholars seem to assume it is a relic without function. What notice monarchy re-
ceives is disparaging because monarchy offends the arid rationalism of intellectuals." But,
he continues, among the other functions and virtues of monarchy today is that it reaffirms
at reqular intervals the collective sentiments and ideas which make up the unity and personal=-
ity of a society. An expression of admiration for monarchy in Newsweek is refreshing.

The "Letter from London" in the June 27 New Yorker, described the June 7th and subsequent
Jubilee festivities with enthusiasm. Mollie Panter-Downes wrote that the Jubilee "seems
to have lifted the spirits of all far more than anyone had expected....it was the often
much criticized, worrying, frustrated young who were also seen to be voting with lungs of
brass for the visible idea of steady devotion to duty, a happy marriage and family life,
strong religious feeling, and unfailing reliability. For multitudes of the Queen's sub-
jects, her Jubilee has seemed important as well as cheering."”

Television provided American viewers with extensive coverage of the Jubilee (it was ex-
plained that the Jubilee, like the American Bicentennial, is being celebrated throughout
the year; there was more than a little confusion -- not limited to Americans -- about
what the Jubilee is the 25th anniversary of, the Queen's accession or coronation), NEC's
“"Today" show originated from England the entire week of June 6th. Some commentators were
uninformed, some ingenuous, some clearly excited by the royal pageantry. Coverage of
Jubilee festivities by the American Broadcasting Company was exceptional; a program
called "To the Queen," by Peter Jennings, was delightful, and perhaps the best television
program we have seen lately on monarchy.
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On the whole, we have been pleased by the media coverage of the Silver Jubilée. Some im-
portant facts and ideas have been repeated again and again, and perhaps some of them will
redgister with the republican or neutral public. Robert lacey, author of Majesty and guest
commentator for NBC-TV, and the New Yorker profile easily countered any arguments about

the "cost" of monarchy by saying that the British spend more on tranquilizers through their
national health system than is spent on the monarchy, that the British Embassy in Washington
is more expensive to operate than the monarchy, and that whatever the price, the monarchy
provides "good value," a bargain. The programs and articles demonstrated that whether the
Queen reigns or rules, she fills an important need, and provides inestimable benefits to her
country (and to all of the countries whose Queen she is) and to the Commonwealth. In her

25 years, the Queen has been served by seven Prime Ministers, and has seen Britain, the
Commonwealth, and individual nations weather countless crises and tensions, and the knowledge
gained by such experiences cannot be matched by any politician, career diplomat, or civil
servant,

This attention by press and television to the Silver Jubilee will be of much benefit to the
monarchist cause. Accurate reporting, of course, could not be otherwise; for although we
have seen, in recent weeks, in what great popular affection and esteem Queen Elizabeth II

is held, we have also seen, again, that -- the so-called "arid rationalism of intellectuals"
notwithstanding -- monarchy is well supported by reason, as well as by tradition, sentiment,
and emotione.

Re Je Do

THE QUEEN'S SILVER JUBILEE APPEAL

The cover of this issue of "The Constantian"
bears the emblem of The Queen's Silver Jubilee
Appeal, which will raise funds to be used
“principally to assist and encourage the out-.
standing work already being done by young
pecple in various field," which the Prince of
Wales, who announced the Appeal, describes as
including "work in hospitals and homes; help
for the elderly and the lonely; for the dis-
abled or mentally handicapped; for the de-
prived and sick children; work to improve the
local environment, rescue services, adventure
projects and other forms of leadership train-
ing." The money is to be used for these pur-
poses at Her Majesty's request,

A U.,S, Appeal has been established, for the
same purposes (although some part of the con-
tributions will be applied to activities in the U.S.A.). Anyone interested in making a

donation to "The Queen's Silver Jubilee Appeal (USA) - 1977" should request information
from the nearest British Consulate. The U.S. Appeal has app;led to the Internal Revenue

Service for tax-exempt status.
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THE QUEEN'S MESSAGE

The Silver Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II was specially celebrated in Britain during the week
of June 6th. Tuesday, June 7th, was a day of worldwide attention to the royal procession

through the streets of London, the thanksgiving service at St. Paul's Cathedral, and The

Queen's Silver Jubilee Message to the Commonwealth from Guild Hall, the text of which follows:

My Lord Mayor,

I have had the pleasure of being entertained here on many great occasions. And I can

think of no better place in which to celebrate my Silver Jubilee both as CQueen and Head

of the Commonwealth.

Your welcome and your kind words in proposing my health are very much appreciated. And

the response to it by your guests has touched me deeply.

Guildhall in the City of London has seen many national and Commonwealth celebrations.

But in all its long history it has never witnessed the presence of so many Commonwealth

Heads of Government.

In the olden days Jubilees were celebrated at the golden 50th year. The harns were
sounded and a period of rest, mercy and pardon was proclaimed. There was a distinct
sabbatical flavor about the proceedings. It is beginning to dawn on me that a Silver
Jubilee is of a somewhat different nature! But if this is not exactly a period of
rest for us, it is certainly one of refreshment and of happiness and satisfaction.
And the best of it is that it is giving us the chance to meet so many people in so
many countries of the Commonwealth, to renew old friendships and to make new ones.

At ithe Silver Jubilee of 1935 and at my Coronation, the Empire and Commonwealth came
to Lendon. This time the traveling is in both directions. And I think we can claim
to be doing our fair share.

During the last 25 years I have traveled widely throughout the Commonwealth as 1ts
Head. And during those years I have seen from a unique position of advantage the last
great phase of transformation of the Empire into Commonwealth. And the transformation
of the Crown from an emblem of dominieon into a symbol of free and voluntary associa-
tion. In all history this has no precedent, '

It is easy enough to define what the Commonwealth is not. Indeed this is quite a popu-
lar pastime. But from my own experience I know something of what it is. It is like an

iceberg, except that it is not cold. The tlp is represented by the occasional meeting
of the Heads of Government and by the Commonwealth Secretariat. But nine-tenths of
Commonwealth activity takes place continuously beneath the surface and unseen. Cul-~
tural activities, professional, scientific, educational and econamic bodies have be-
tween them created a network of contact within the Cammonwealth which are full of life
and much valued. And right at the base of the iceberg, the part which keeps the rest
afloat, is friendship and communication, largely in the English language, between

pecple who were originally brought together by the events of history and who now under-

stand that they share a common humanity.

I have also no doubt that politically the Commonwealth has something rare and valuable
to offer; a capacity for enlightened tolerance; the ability to see things in a long-
term perspective; and the willingness to concede that there just may be another point
of view., It has the strength to endure difference for the sake of basic identity, and
the courage to prefer compromise to conflict.
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It was this political perception which originally prompted the
unprecedented transformation of the British Empire into a
Commonwealth. Into a volunatry association of equal partners

in which no one claims preeminence. An association of countries
like the Commonwealth that has this wisdom need have no fear for
the future. Far from it, it can look forward with a binding
hope not only for its own well-being but also that its example
may point the way for mankind.

At this moment of my Silver Jubilee I want to thank all those,
in Britain and the Commonwealth, who through their loyalty
and friendship have given me strength and encouragement during these last 25 years.

My thanks go also to the many thousands who have sent me messages of congratulations
on my Silver Jubilee. That and their good wishes for the future.

In these messages I have sensed the spirit of happiness, friendship and hope. And the
recognition that people are important as individuals and have a responsibility for each
other,

My Lord Mayor, when I was 21 I pledged my life to the service of our people., And I

asked for God's help to make good that vow. Although that vow was made in my salad
days when I was green in judgment, I do not regret nor retract one word of it.

MR. PETER GRUGEON

The excellent Jubilee portrait of H.M. Queen
Elizabeth II on the cover of the March issue of
"The Constantian" was taken by Peter Grugeon,
F1IpP, FRPS, who has taken some of the finest
recent photographs of the Royal Family. We are
indebted to Mr. Grugeon for a generous gift of
his magnificent photos to the Society's ar-
chives,

RAYMOND K. KYLE, member of the
Constantian Society, Vice President
of the Southern California Orders

and Medals SOCiety, is interested MICHAEL KRUPENSKY AWARD

in purchasing any orders or medals.
. In the next issue of "The Constantian,"
536 North Croft Avenue, West Holly- we will announce the recipient of the
wood, California 90048. first annual Michael Krupensky Award,
named in honour of the late Professor
Michael Krupensky, first Deputy Gover-
nor of the Society. The award will be
given to a non-member of the Society
who has made an outstanding contribu-
tion to the understanding of Monarchy.
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YEMEN'S MILLENARY ROYAL LINE

By A. B. A. de Bourbon-Condé, Prince of Condé, Major-General, Royal Yemen Army and A.D.C.
to H.M. the Imam '

One of the world's oldest reighing lines, the Rassite branch of the Alid dynasty, is now repre-
sented by the Mutawakelite Kingdom of Yemen's Royal House of Hamid ud-Din, in the person of
His Majesty King Mochammed al-Badr, 67th Imam of the Line, under the reign title of al-Imam
al-Mansur Billah.

Like His Holiness the Pope, Yemen's rightful spiritual and temporal ruler is actually en-
titled to wear three crowns. As Commander of the Faithful of all the Moslem communities
in Yemen (2aidi Shiite, Ismaili Shiite and Shafai Sunnite) His Majesty possesses the impe-
rial caliphel dignity, and is generally addressed as "Emir al-Momenein," the title of the
Caliphs of Islam. He has also inherited the Zeidi Imamate from his remote ancestor the
9th century Imam Yahia al-Hadi illa al-Haqq, who established the Shiite monarchy in Yemen
in about 898 A.D. and died in 91l. Finally, as King of the Mutawakelite Kingdom of Yemen,
the Sovereign is temporal "King of Kings" of the ancient realms of Sheba, dhu Raydan,
Himyar, Qataban, Hadhramaut, etc. of pre-Islamic days, some 3,000 years ago, and more.

Although the Imams' thousand years of rule over all or part of the southwestern Arabian
mountain kingdom only dates from the Ninth Christian Century, the first Imam, Yahia, was
himself descended from eight generations of earlier Shiite Imams in Hijaz, Syria, Iraq,

Iran and even Egypt. As these Imams were descendants of H.I.M. the Caliph and Imam Ali, son-
in-law of Mchammed, the Prophet of Islam, in the sixth century, and of the Quraysh nobles of
Mecca, who traced their Adanite-Maadite ancestry to Ishmael, son of the Prophet Abraham, in
the dim mists of Genesis, some 6,000 odd years before ocur time, the immense antiquity of
Yemen's royal line may well be appreciated.

The genealogy presented in this article is one of the few that has been attempted on the
royal line of Yemen due to the enormous difficulties presented in establishing accurate Alid
relationships based on complicated rules of succession. It must be kept in mind that the
Shiites have beeri, for over 800 years, among the world's most devoted dynastic monarchists,
and that their genealogies, although extremely complex, are also likely to be reasonably ac-
curate, with classical attempts at forged descent well known. In fact, Islam split in two
in the Middie Ages for purely dynastic considerations, the Shiites being those Moslems who
insist on direct male descent from the Caliph and Imam Ali for their legitimate spiritual,
and often temporal, leaders. The ideal Shiite state is the theocratic absolute monarchy, of
which the Yemen was the classic example until the granting of the 1965 Constitution by the
present Imam,

It should be born in mind that only the direct male line is valid in Moslem Arab genealogies,
for Arabian laws of succession coincide, in that respect, with the Salic law of the House of
France. Undue attention is not given to primogeniture, however, and succession is generally
by election within the extended ruling family, technically in favor of the senior qualified
member. Sovereigns, of course, generally attempt to secure the nomination of their own eld-
est qualified son as their successor. In some ways, succession to the throne of the Holy
Roman Empire followed this pattern. Aside from these faint analogies, monarchists attempt-
ing to master Moslem Arabic imperial, royal, princely or even sheikhly dynastic practices
will find themselves on unfamiliar ground.

Although the below list may seem simple encugh, this is only because the writer has selected
a single line of father-to-son descent for the present Imam's singularly uncomplicated fam-
ily. To present a complete genealogical table of all 67 Imams of Yemen in correct genera-
tional order would require a wall chart of approximately one yard square, in quite small
print. This is due to the fact that father-to-son succession to the throne is the exception
rather than the rule, even though the son of an earlier sovereign may succeed after an inter-
regnum of one or more other Imams from among his brothers, uncles, nephews or cousins. When
one of these cousins comes from a cadet branch which split off from the main lines some
twenty generations earlier, the reader can see what I mean.





















